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BIRTH AND CHILDHOOD

Jussi TOIVOLA came of landowning stock,, though
few among the present younger generation were
ever aware of this circumstance, for of what
interest were the remote phases of his past to
anybody,, that they should inquire about them?
Even now there are highly-thought-of kinsmen
of his living two or three parishes away,, though
Jussi to be sure was so thoroughly estranged
from them that he never even thought of them
when his revolutionary activities brought him
into peril

He was born in a certain South-west Finland
parish, on a farm called Nikkila in the village of
Harjakangas in the year 1857. His birth took
place on a Friday evening before Michaelmas,
The atmosphere peculiar to the eve of that
autumn festival was already strong in the farm-
house and yards that day, mingling with the
strangely cloying atmosphere that seems to
radiate from a woman about to give birth to a
child. It had rained heavily all the morning, but
towards evening the sky cleared and the sun
shone on the many-tinted birch and aspen woods
and the revived green of solitary spruce-trees.
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